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1. INTRODUCTION
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Project Background

Gifford were instructed by the Rochdale Development Agency to undertake an archaeological
survey of 10 Smith Street prior to its demolition. Although not a condition of planning consent,
the archaeological survey was requested by Rochdale MBC as the building is of some historical
interest. The archaeological survey was undertaken by Pete Owen of Gifford in February 2009.

1.2 Location

10 Smith Street is located on the southern side of Smith Street, Rochdale, at SD 899 134

(Figures 1 and 2).
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Figure 2: Site Plan

1.3 Methodology

The archaeological survey was undertaken in accordance with a generic brief issued by
Rochdale MBC (Appendix C). As no survey drawings were available, a plan of the building was
produced on site at a scale of 1:100 using a combination of laser disto and hand tape.
Photographs were taken using 35mm colour transparency film and digital

1.4  Archive

The project archive is to be deposited with Rochdale Local Studies Library. A catalogue of
archive items is contained in Appendix B.
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Historic background

The earliest available detailed maps covering the area of 10 Smith Street date to 1824 and
1834. At the time these maps were surveyed Smith Street has yet to be constructed and the
general area occupied by 10 Smith Street is shown as open fields. Smith Street is shown on
the 1851 Ordnance survey Plan of Rochdale, but the general area of number 10 is as yet
undeveloped (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Extract of the Ordnance Survey 1851 60 inch plan of Rochdale — the approximate
area occupied by 10 Smith Street is indicated by the circle.

The pace of development within Rochdale during the second half of the 19" century can be
seen by comparing Figure 4 with Figure 5, an extract of the 1893 25 inch Ordnance Survey
map. 10 Smith Street is the rectangular structure in the central area of the map, immediately to
the left of the building labelled Chap (chapel), which is thought to date to the 1890s. 10 Smith
Street is labelled Hall on the 1910 25 inch Ordnance Survey map, which suggests that it may
have been associated with the Chapel, whilst the building immediately to the south is labelled
Warehouse. By 1960 10 Smith Street was used as a Children’s Outpatients and became
occupied by Motorcise during the 1980s.

The buildings to the south and west were demolished during the 1970s-80s, whilst the chapel to
the west was demolished in 2006.
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Figure 5: Extract of the Ordnance Survey 1893 25 inch map
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RESULTS OF THE SURVEY
Exterior

See Appendix A for the building plan, which has been drawn to show the main structure and
omits the modern partition walls.

10 Smith Street is a single-storey structure approximately 23m long by 8m wide with a pan tile
covered gable roof (Figure 5). Although largely covered in concrete render, exposed brickwork
at the base of the west elevation is of handmade brick (230mmx110mmx75m) in English garden
wall bond. Stonework exposed on the north elevation suggests that this elevation is
constructed from sandstone. The north elevation is the only external element of the building
with any architectural embellishment (Figure 6). The arched entrance may have originally been
flanked by a pair of windows, now blocked, all of which is topped by a moulded cornice. There
is also evidence of three blocked windows on the west elevation. Buttresses on the west and
east elevations appear to provide support for the roof trusses.

Figure 5: North and west elevations — note exposed brickwork at the base of the west elevation
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Figure 6: North elevation

Figure 7: East elevation
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Figure 8: Southern end of east elevation

On the west elevation, a break in construction adjacent to the southernmost buttress suggests
that the southern end of 10 Smith Street has undergone some maodification, whilst the entrance
at the southern end of the east elevation appears to be a later addition (Appendix A and Figure
8). The south elevation is of machine made brick (225mmx100mmx70mm) in English garden
wall bond and may have originally formed the end wall of the warehouse shown on the historic
Ordnance Survey mapping (Figure 9).
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2.2

Figure 9: South elevation

Interior

The interior of the building has been divided into two main spaces, and subsidiary areas, by the
insertion of plasterboard and timber stud walls with a suspended ceiling (Figures 10 and 11).
Two wall stubs, partially clad in plasterboard (Figure 12) align with the break in construction
noted above (also see Appendix A). This may represent the original end wall of the building,
although this remains conjectural. The floor appears to be constructed of concrete.

Portions of the suspended ceiling that have either been removed or have collapsed reveal the
roof structure and the remains of a decorative ceiling. The roof is supported on timber king post
trusses and appears to incorporate roof lights (now boarded over) running either side of the
central ridge (Figure 13). The square white lattice component in Figure 13 appears to be timber
ventilation grill.

The remains of the timber and plaster decorative ceiling contain a number of rectangular
openings fitted with steel frames that may have originally been glazed and illuminated via the
roof lights (Figures 14 and 15).

With the exception of the roof structure and remains of the decorative ceiling, no original or early
fixtures or fittings were identified.
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Figure 10: Interior

Figure 11: Interior
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