Environmental Permitting: what to expect:
About this leaflet

This leaflet offers guidance for businesses operating a Permitted Process under the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 and what to expect from an inspection from your local enforcing authority. This covers all business operating a part A2 or B process as defined by Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). These processes are permitted under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2007. A “permit” is required for certain companies to operate under a number of conditions.
What is an Environmental Permit?

A permit is issued by the local enforcing authority to companies operating a Part A2 or B Process as defined by DEFRA. Pollution Prevention and Control (PPC) is a regulatory process for controlling pollution from certain industrial activities such as foundries, petrol stations, dry cleaners, ink manufacturers, vehicle resprayers and textile coating. Permits are issued under the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 and The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2007 (“the regulations”).The permit specifies conditions under which the company must operate and these originate from the Secretary of States Process Guidance notes issued by DEFRA. These are available to download free of charge from Defra. 

Who enforces the regulations?
Your Local Authority is responsible for issuing and regulating the above legislation for part A2 and B processes.

If any breaches of the conditions listed within the permit occur the operator of the installation must inform the Local Authority. The maximum penalty upon prosecution of any offence within the regulations is set at £50,000 and/or 6 months imprisonment.
Fees and Charges

The operator must pay a fee upon application for a permit. Once a permit has been issued an annual charge is to be paid. The charge will vary between processes and the risk at which they are classified. Defra are responsible for setting all fees and charges.

If a process is found to be operating without a permit a fee is to be paid; if no fee is paid nor application made further action will be taken under the regulations.

Informal Action

Where a breach of the regulations is relatively minor, the inspector may tell the operator what to do to comply with the regulations and explain why. The inspector will, if asked, write to confirm any advice, and to distinguish legal requirements from the best practice advice.
Formal Action

If an operator is found to be committing an offence under the regulations further action may be taken by the local authority to ensure compliance.
Powers of Entry

Under the Environment Act 1995 regulators have the right to enter any premise to determine whether any provision of the regulations within that authority is being, or has been, complied with. They have the right to enter with or without giving notice, though notice may be given where the inspector thinks it is appropriate. On a normal inspection visit an inspector would expect to look at the permitted process in operation and documentation relating to compliance with the conditions listed in the permit. The inspector may offer guidance or advice to help you. He/She may also take photographs, serve notices and take action if there is a risk to the environment, serious harm to human health or danger to life.

How to apply

Please contact you local authority on the details below. Alternatively copies of all application forms can be found on the Defra website in the general guidance manual. 

Further Information 

Full guidance is available from the website of the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs at Defra. This is available for both regulators, operators and members of the public interested in this area and contains guidance on individual sectors and processes permitted under both Local Authority Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (LA-IPPC) and Local Authority Pollution Prevention and Control (LAPPC).
Your enforcing authority is:
Environmental Health and Licensing Services

Rochdale MBC

PO Box 32

Baillie Street

Rochdale

Lancashire

OL16 1JH
Tel: 01706 924136

