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COUNCIL TAX REDUCTIONS FOR DISABLED PEOPLE
About this form

This form is about paying less Council Tax.  If you need help in filling in the form, please contact a Customer Service Advisor on the above telephone number.

Who can get a disability reduction?

I have sent this form to you because my records show that you have to pay the Council Tax for the above address.  I also understand that someone living at the address suffers from a long lasting physical disability.

Government regulations may allow me to reduce your Council Tax but only if the property has been changed to provide for the needs of a disabled resident.

Not every alteration counts.  Please read the guidance notes on pages 3 and 4 to see if you are entitled to a disabled person’s reduction.

You may apply for a disabled person’s reduction, regardless of the income or savings of any residents in the property.

If one of the conditions set out in the guidance applies, fill in the details asked for on the form and return it as soon as possible.  If you are awarded the disabled person’s reduction, you will receive a revised Council Tax bill.

Application form for disabled person’s reduction (Disabled Relief)

    1
About you


Your name 





Address

     2    About the disabled resident

What is the name of the person who suffers from the long lasting disability?



Please give the full name of the person.







Please give the nature of their disability.





     3    About the property


Tick any of the following boxes that apply to the property.


Is there:



A room that is mainly used by the disabled resident, and is needed to 



meet the special needs of the disabled resident?







(Not a bathroom or kitchen)





A second bathroom or second kitchen which has been provided 



for the special needs of the disabled resident?




A special alteration that has been provided to help the disabled 




resident get about the home in a wheelchair?


An officer will need to visit your home before the reduction is awarded.  It would be 
helpful if you provide me with your daytime telephone number to arrange a convenient 
time to visit you.


Home


Work/mobile 


     4   Declaration


I declare that all of the details I have given on this form are correct to the best of my 
belief.


Signed

Full name


Date


Disabled Person’s Reduction (Disabled Relief)
If you or someone who lives with you permanently, are disabled, and your home has been adapted to meet the needs of the disabled person, you may be entitled to a reduction in your Council Tax bill.

To qualify for disabled relief

The disabled person:

· Must be substantially and permanently disabled.

· Can be an adult or a child.

· Does not have to be the person responsible for paying the Council Tax.

· Must be living in the property.

· May be a person with a physical disability, a learning difficulty or a mental health problem.

Your home must have at least one of the following:

1. A room (other than a bathroom, kitchen or toilet) used mainly by the disabled person and which is needed to meet the needs of that disabled person.  This room must be essential or of major importance to the well-being of the disabled person.

2. A second bathroom or kitchen which is considered necessary to meet the needs of the disabled person.

3. Adaptations to provide sufficient floor space for a disabled person who needs to use a wheelchair inside the house.  

1.
A room used mainly by the disabled person:

The use of the room must be linked to the person’s disability and must be essential to their wellbeing.

· A room that is used by the disabled person mainly for treatment or therapy will qualify.

· A room used for the storage of large equipment which is essential to the disabled person will qualify.

· A downstairs room converted to a bedroom for a person who cannot manage the stairs will not qualify.

· An upstairs bedroom which has been converted to a bed sitting room for a person who is mainly bedridden will not qualify.

· A room with additional features such as extra heating or a hearing loop will not qualify.

2.
A second bathroom or kitchen to meet the needs of a disabled person:
· An additional shower room with a hand basin and toilet, added specifically to meet the needs of the disabled person will qualify.
· A second toilet is not treated as a second bathroom and will not qualify.
· The use of a commode by a disabled person will not qualify.
3.
The use of a wheelchair inside your home:
The disabled person must need to, and be able to use a wheelchair indoors.

· A house with widened doorways or with some internal walls removed to allow wheelchair access will qualify.
· A house with sufficient space to use a wheelchair, with adaptations such as low level kitchen units, lowered light switches or raised plug sockets will qualify.
· A house where the doorways and corridors are too narrow to allow wheelchair access will not qualify.

· The storage of a wheelchair indoors is not sufficient to qualify.

To help us decide if you qualify for the reduction, we will visit you at your home. 

If you qualify for Disabled Person’s Relief, we will reduce your Council Tax bill by one band.  If your property is in band A, we will reduce your bill by one-sixth.

If you do not qualify for Disabled Person’s Relief, we will write and explain why you do not qualify.  If you want to appeal against our decision not to award Disabled Person’s Relief, you must write to us telling us why you think we have got it wrong.  We will look at our decision again.  We may decide to send a different Visiting Officer to visit you to ensure our decision is correct.

If we decide we are still unable to award you Disabled Person’s Relief and you still don’t agree with us, you can appeal to the Valuation Tribunal.  If you decide to appeal, you must contact the Valuation Tribunal within two month’s of receiving our decision.  You must still pay your bill while your appeal is being looked at.

You can also appeal directly to the Valuation Tribunal if we have not replied to your letter within two months, but only if not more than four months have passed since you first wrote to us.

Important – Changes in circumstances

You must notify me if you believe you may no longer qualify for Disabled Relief.

For example:

· If the disabled person no longer lives in your house

· If you change the usage of a room that qualified you for Disabled Relief
	Contact Details

Rochdale Council

The Valuation Tribunal Service

P.O.Box 490

Rochdale

OL16 9AJ

Telephone:  0845 121 2970

Web:            www.rochdale.gov.uk
Email:          revenues.benefits@rochdale.gov.uk

Bolton Office (B) 
3 Mawdsley Street
Bolton
BL1 1JZ

Telephone: 01204 523681 
Email: vtbolton@vto.gsx.gov.uk
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