PENNINES TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

9th March 2010

PRESENT: Councillor Ashworth (in the Chair); Councillors Akram, Robert Clegg, Darnborough, Evans, Irene Davidson, Dearnley, Jones, Kerslake, Maguire and Whittle.

OFFICERS:


J. Patterson (Executive Director), K. Kinsella (Township Manager), T. Wood (Highways and Engineering Service), P. Egan (Regeneration Service), Abdul Jabbar (Strategic Housing Service), J. Hodkinson and S. Hay (Township Management) 

M. Dalzell (Planning and Regulation Service) and M. Garraway (Legal and Democratic Service).

Apologies for Absence: Councillor Swift
Also in Attendance: T. Maher (Former Transformation Programme Manager) Inspector L. Houldershaw (Greater Manchester Police)

TOWNSHIP MANAGER
88. 
Members of the Township Committee expressed their thanks to Kate Kinsella for all her effort and endeavour on the event of her last Township Committee meeting before she leaves the employment of the Authority.

ADDITIONAL ITEM OF BUSINESS

86.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 25.1 the Chair of the Township Committee agreed to consider an additional item of business namely the Housing Market Renewal Programmes 2010/11 report, on the grounds of urgency, namely that the Committee is consulted hereon prior to a decision be taken by Cabinet on the 22nd March 2010, on this matter.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

87.
There were no declarations of interest.

OPEN FORUM
89.      The following issues were raised by members of the public:

a. Hollingsworth Lake Residents Privileged Parking Scheme

Further to Minute Number 62 of the Pennines Township Committee meeting held on 10th November 2009, Mr Davis asked for an update on the situation relating to the proposed Residents Privileged Parking Scheme at Hollingworth Lake, Littleborough.  Mr Davis sought clarification on who was responsible for ensuring the requested report is brought to the Township Committee.

b. Advertising of Township Committee Meetings 

Mr Davis sought clarification as to why Pennines Township Committee meetings were not being advertised in the local press and who had made the decision to cease advertising.   Members of the Committee requested that clarification be sought on this matter by the Efficiency Programme Committee.   

DECIDED – That the Efficiency Programme Committee be requested to consider advertising for Township Committees at a future meeting.
c. Joint Service Centre
Further to Minute 75, of the meeting of the Pennines Township Committee held 20th January 2010, Mr Davis sought clarification on the consultation process and preparatory work undertaken with regard to proposals for future developments, in relation to Harehill House, Littleborough.  The Chair of the Committee advised that regarding the Joint Service Centre she had requested a full public meeting be held to consider the views of all stakeholders and interested parties. 

d. Car Parking 

Mr Cropper informed the Township Committee that the road traffic signs at Queensway View and Lakebank, Littleborough were removed in December 2009, however the signs installed  by Rochdale Boroughwide Housing remained and Mr Cropper requested whether the Council had issued an Enforcement Order.  The Township Committee were informed that an Enforcement Order had not yet been issued but that Officers were in contact with representatives of Rochdale Boroughwide Housing in relation to the issue.  Members of the Committee informed Mr Cropper that a report regarding car parking, around  Hollingworth Lake area would be presented  to the next meeting of the Township Committee, on 25th May 2010.

DECIDED – That the Township Committee supports a strategic report be commissioned to consider all transport issues around lake parking, Transport regulation Orders and signage.  
e. Parking at Hollingworth Lake
Further to minute 73(b) of the meeting of the Pennines Township Committee held on the 20th January 2010, Mr Cropper requested an update regarding the Council’s policy for Resident’s Privileged Parking Schemes that was due to be considered by the Policy Overview Committee on 18th February 2010.  Members of the Committee were informed that the Policy Overview Committee had referred the matter to the Executive Director (Environmental Services)to consider the Policy and prepare a report thereon.  Members of the Committee were further informed that the Department for Transport was currently reviewing guidelines for Residents Parking Schemes and that any changes to the Policy will be considered in light of the new guidelines.

f. Pennines Senior Citizens Forum
Mr Heuston, the Chair of the Pennines Senior Citizens Forum addressed the Committee in relation to Members and Township Officers attendance at the Pennines Senior Citizens Forum.  Members of the Committee commented that the continued struggle to get older people involved within the Forum was partly due to the success of other older persons groups within the Township suggesting that Pennines Senior Citizens Forum contact the POPPS Office in the Pennines to discuss the role and function of the Group.

g. Grit Bins

Mr Cowup asked the Committee if it was still the intention of the Council to supply Grit Bins in the Ogden area.  Members of the Committee were informed this was on the list as part of the wider review.

QUESTIONS TO GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE REPRESENTATIVE

90.
Members of the Committee raised questions to representatives from Greater Manchester Police regarding the PACT meetings in and around the Township and commented on the need for continued communication between the Council and Greater Manchester Police.

MINUTES

91.
The Township Committee considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Pennines Township Committee held on the 20th January 2010.  In relation to Minute number 73(a) it was reported the Chief Executive of Rochdale Boroughwide Housing had made a written representation to the Pennines Township Committee.

DECIDED – That the minutes of the Township Committee meeting held  20th January 2010 be appeared as a correct record.

OPEN FORUM

92.
DECIDED – That the proceedings of the Open Forum session of the meeting of Pennines Township Committee held 20th January 2010 be noted.

PENNINES TOWNSHIP FUNDS GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE

93.
DECIDED – That the Minutes of the Pennines Township Funds Grants Sub-Committee held 10th February 2010 be noted.

SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY VACANCIES

94.
The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of School Service (PT13./10) that outlined the current Local Authority School Governor vacancies and requested that the Township Committee to make the appropriate appointments.

The recommendations were presented as the Township Committee acted in accordance with the agreed procedures in appointing Local Authority representative to serve on School Governing Bodies.

Alternatives considered:  There were no alternative methods of filling the Local Authority Governor vacancies.

DECIDED – That (1) Councillor Akram be appointed to the Governing Body of Hamer Community Primary School;

(2) Councillor Whittle be appointed to the Governing Body of Milnrow Parish CE Primary School;

(3) Mr S. Low be appointed to the Governing Body of Moorhouse Primary School.

ADOPTION OF STOTT STREET AND BROOKLYN AVENUE, ROCHDALE

95.
The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Highways and Engineering Service (PT14. /10) recommending the use of a Section 228 of the Highways Act 1980, to secure the adoption of Stott Street from the gable end of number 14, to Brooklyn Avenue and part of Brooklyn Avenue from its junction with Stott Street to its cul-de-sac end 47 metres to the south east.

The recommendation contained within the submitted report was presented to enable the adoption of Stott Street and part of Brooklyn Avenue which had been brought up to adoptable standards.

Alternatives considered:  There were no alternatives considered.

DECIDED – That the use of a Section 228 of the Highways Act 1980 to secure the adoption of Stott Street from the gable end of number 14, to Brooklyn Avenue and part of Brooklyn Avenue from its junction with Stott Street to its cul-de-sac end 47 metres to the South East, be approved.

CEDAR LANE/LABURNUM LANE

96.
The Committee considered a report of the Borough Solicitor (PT15. /10) that advised Members of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order for Cedar Lane/Laburnum Lane, Milnrow and Newhey.  

The recommendations contained in the submitted report were presented and as residents had reported having difficulties with access and egress to Granville Court due to indiscriminately parked vehicles along Cedar Lane.  The Head of Highways and Engineering Service had deemed the proposed Traffic Regulation Order to be non-strategic.  In accordance with paragraph F2 of the Scheme of Delegation in respect of making of otherwise of this proposed Order, the responsibility for the decision on this matter lies with this Committee.

Alternatives considered:  The current road proposals are of a consequence of indiscriminate parking along the lengths of the road concerned affecting driver visibility and road safety.  

Statutory consultation has taken place, in that note of intention to make the Orders had been posted on site and published in the local newspaper.  Members of the Committee in discussing the Traffic Regulation Order considered the impact on local residents and local businesses.  To lessen the impact on the local businesses that Traffic Regulation Orders may have, the Committee considered the removal of Sections of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order.

DECIDED – That 1) the proposed Traffic Regulation Order for Cedar Lane/ Laburnum Lane, Milnrow & Newhey outlined in Section 5.7 of the submitted report be implemented;



2) the Order be amended to allow some parking on Cedar Lane and Laburnum Lane with the removal of the proposed waiting restrictions amendment – n(i) Cedar Lane, Milnrow & Newhey Ward and be replaced with No Waiting on both sides of Cedar Lane from its junction with Cedar Lane for a distance of 57 meters heading in a southernley direction 
3) The proposed restrictions on Laburnum Lane are removed.   
PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2010/2011

97.
The Township Committee was consulted on a report of the Head of Strategic Housing Service (PT16./10) that sought Members views on the Public Sector Housing Investment Programme for 2010/11. 

The purpose of the report was to consult Members on the budget and programme for the delivery of HRH Housing Capital Investment Programme which is delegated to Rochdale Boroughwide Housing.


DECIDED – That the report be noted.

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2010/2011

98.
The Township Committee was consulted on a report of the Head of Strategic Housing Service (PT17./10) seeking Members views on the Private Sector Housing Investment Programme for 2010/11.

The purpose of the report is to comment on the budget and programme to be delivered by the Private Sector Housing Renewal Service in 2010/11.  


DECIDED – That the report be noted.

REVIEW OF WINTER MAINTENANCE GRITTING

99.
The Township Committee considered a report of the Executive Director (PT18./10) reviewing the Winter Maintenance Gritting Programme.  

The recommendations were presented in order to seek the views of Members regarding proposed changes to the delivery of the Winter Maintenance Service; to enact service improvements before the next winter maintenance season in 2010/11;  to develop the recommended actions into a detailed action plan together with  resource implications arising from the changes.  

Alternatives considered: To take no action, with risk of similar problems if severe weather reoccurs.

Members of the Committee expressed the view that the Council should set the standards it wishes to maintain with the Winter Maintenance and Gritting Programme and then resource the facilities to an agreed standard.  Members sought assurances that they would be informed where the gritting routes would be and as to the location of gritting bins within the Township.


DECIDED – That (1) the report be noted;

(2) the comments of the Township Committee be reported to the Cabinet.

FINANCE REGULATIONS – HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PROGRAMMES 2010/11

100.
The Committee was consulted on a joint report of the Head of Regeneration and the Head of Strategic Housing Services (PT19./10) regarding the proposed 2010/11 Housing Market Renewal Programme delivery plans for East Central Rochdale, Langley, Inner Rochdale, Kirkholt and Central.


DECIDED – That the report be noted.
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