
HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
8th March 2010


PRESENT:  Councillor McCarthy (in the Chair), Councillors Beswick, 

Brophy-Lee, Bruce, Emmott, Lambert, Rush and Wardle.

Other Heywood Member in attendance:  Councillor Robinson

OFFICERS:


J. Patterson (Executive Director), A. Zuntz (Executive Director), P. Rowlinson (Head of Planning and Regulation Service), D. Bowler (Acting Head of Strategic Housing Services), M. Bobrowicz and M. Ripley (Environmental Management Service), S. Moore-Holmes (Learners and Young People Service), P. Maynard (Strategic Housing Service), A. Glover (Planning and Regulation Service), and 
M. Hardman (Legal and Democratic Services).
Also in Attendance:  J. Allan (Rochdale Boroughwide Housing), P. Kilkenny and 

J. Taylor (Link4Life), J. Cheetham (Impact Partnership), V. Devonport (Heywood NDC), J. Purcell (NHS Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale), T. Maher (to present the Review of Winter Maintenance and Gritting).

ADDITIONAL ITEM OF BUSINESS

81.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 24.1, the Chair indicated consideration of the additional item of business “Coronation Avenue/Manchester Road Hopwood” because of the urgent need to update Members on progress of the Hopwood Traffic Scheme and the consultation exercise being undertaken.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

82.
There were no declarations of interest.

VARIATION IN ORDER 

83.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 23.2, the Chair indicated that the  submitted minutes would now be considered, and that issues considered at the Open Forum at the meeting held on 4th January 2010 would be considered following the conclusion of the Open Forum session.

MINUTES

84.
DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township Committee held on 4th January 2010 be approved. 

OPEN FORUM – 4TH JANUARY 2010

85.
DECIDED – That the proceedings of the Open Forum at the meeting of the Heywood Township Committee held on 4th January 2010 be noted.
HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE

86.
DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Heywood Township Planning Sub-Committee held on 15th December 2009 and 19th January and 1st February 2010 be noted.

HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP VISION AND COMMISSION SUB-COMMITTEE

87.
DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township Vision and Commission Sub-Committee held on 26th January 2010 be noted.

OPEN FORUM

(a)
Warden Service at Queens Park
88.
Sheila Hill, on behalf of the Friends of Queens Park, referred to the agreed ten year Management Plan which gave a commitment to consultation on matters relating to Queens Park and made provision for funding for the Warden post.  The legal position arising from redundancy of the Warden post was queried.  Further queries related to efforts being taken to buy back the upstairs flat at the Park Lodge.

The Head of Environmental Management advised that there would still be a dedicated Warden in Queens Park who would also have a Roch Valley remit.  The redundancy position did not arise, and the Environmental Management Service was committed to ensuring work at the Park, which had seen increases in standards, Green Flag status and increased staff commitment, was continued.

The Chair expressed concern at the budget saving of £26,000 and asked for a report on where/how that had been achieved.  The Committee was advised that a merger of the Parks and Ranger Service had reduced staffing requirement by two posts.  With regard to the Park Lodge, the Service was awaiting a response from the Right to Buy Section.  

DECIDED – That this Committee is committed for there to be a dedicated Warden at Queens Park.  
(b)
Springfield Close

The Committee was addressed by Eileen Wintle-Yates, Mick Keatings and Mrs Clegg.  It was put to the Committee that there needed to be care for people in their own homes with the facility supported by good quality and affordable care, and that demand for sheltered accommodation would rise with an ageing population.  With regard to the Springfield Close proposal, the concerns being caused by the Wardens Service proposal were advised and that the one Warden and one Trainee proposed to cover two schemes was not considered appropriate.  People had left there own homes through not being able to cope and had moved to Springfield Close on the basis of the Warden Service.  
The Executive Director, Andy Zuntz advised that the independent review of the letter forwarded to residents on Christmas Eve had been undertaken.  There had been a clear breakdown in communications and the letter had not been fully politically authorised and was an Officer decision.  It was acknowledged that the sending of the letter was insensitive but noted that the letter did not conclude the process but stated that there would be further discussions.  The Executive Director undertook to forward a written apology to all residents concerned.  
In response to a question from Mrs Clegg as to a letter received on the preceding Saturday, Executive Director advised that this letter informed residents of the decision on this matter and that the decision had been made by Officers under delegated powers after discussions with the Cabinet Members for Housing and for Health and Social Care.  In response to a query, the Acting Head of Strategic Housing Service advised that Strategic Housing Services was the lead for the  development and agreement of the specification for sheltered housing, including the criteria of a minimum 30 residential units for the provision of a warden.  Supporting People commissions and contract manages housing support services and benchmarks costs against other suppliers.  Rochdale Boroughwide Housing, in managing the sheltered housing schemes it is responsible for, then have to comply with the standards set in the specification and  the unit cost determined.   With regard to the trainee post, this would provide support, focusing particularly on Springfield Close and Isherwood Court, carrying out tasks to assist the sheltered warden service.
DECIDED – That this Committee gives it support to keeping the Wardens at both Springfield Close and Isherwood Court and demands that this issue go back to the Cabinet with a recommendation that the decision is reviewed and overturned.

(c)
Play Equipment – Site adjacent to Coronation Avenue

Mr Ford, on behalf of residents, expressed concern at play equipment funded by the Play Pathfinder being positioned on a green space between Coronation Avenue and Middleton Road.  Residents had not been consulted since April 2009 despite an undertaking to do so, and there was further concern at poor air quality at the location and anti-social behaviour in that area.  A petition from local residents was presented to the Chair.  
The Head of Learners and Young People advised that initial consultations had not been conclusive and the Coronation Avenue proposal had been placed on a reserve list.  Subsequently the scheme had been brought forward again in the programme.  Following consultations with Members and the Township Manager, the Learners and Young People’s Service had been advised that no further consultations were required and a decision had therefore been made to locate the play area at the current location.  If Pathfinder monies were not spent by the end of March 2010, the funding for this scheme had to be returned and the Department for Children, Schools and Families could impose further penalties on the Council.

DECIDED – That this Committee rejects the Play Pathfinder for Hopwood Recreation Ground, agrees that the monies should be paid back,  the area where works have commenced be changed to a garden, and no further consultation be held on this issue.

(d) 
Naming of Heywood Sports Village

Susan Coates, on behalf of the Steering Group for the Sports, Cultural and Leisure Village, expressed the disappointment of Steering Group at the name chosen and asked for consultation to be held on this matter.  Members advised that the Steering Group had decided on a name more than 12 months previously and that signage for the new facility had now been ordered.  It had been proposed to name individual rooms after local sports people.
(e)
Collop Gate Farm

In response to concerns expressed by Mr Logan, the Township Manager reported on discussions held earlier that day.  The Executive Director, Andy Zuntz further advised that the matter was due in Court in April 2010.
DECIDED – That this Township Committee recognises the concerns of residents on matters relating to Collop Gate Farm and notes that the matter is due to be consider in Court in April 2010; if an injunction is granted then the Borough Solicitor be urged to take quick action to resolve the situation.

(f)
Consultation on the Core Strategy 

In response to a query submitted by Jean Barlow, the Township Manager advised that Members of the Committee were being consulted on the Core Strategy and to comment at this time might prejudice their position.  

(g)
Elizabeth Street

Mervin Simpson advised that when new properties were built at 22-26 Bridge Street materials including concrete had been dropped on to the road surface and had blocked drains.  In addition foul water from the properties now overflowed on to Elizabeth Street.  The Head of Highways and Transportation undertook to have the matter investigated.

OPEN FORUM – 4TH JANUARY 2010
89.
Issues arising from the Open Forum session at the meeting of the Township Committee held on 4th January 2010 were considered.  
Further to Minute 65(e) and issues relating to the Brickhouse Pub, Pilsworth Road, the Head of Strategic Housing Services advised that the owners had been contacted with regard to their future plans.  Occasional works on site had been undertaken which affected the consideration of the issue of notices.  The Township Manager advised that the water collection proposal had been raised with the appropriate Officers and was under consideration.  
With regard to Minute 70 and the provision of Community Intermediate Care Beds, the Committee was advised that following a call-in, the matter had been referred back to the Cabinet.

SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY VACANCIES

90.
The Head of School Service (HT.14/10) outlined current Local Authority School Governor vacancies and requested the Township make appropriate appointments.  

DECIDED – That (1) Mr. M O’Neill be appointed to the Governing Body at Heap Bridge Village Primary School;

(2) appointment to the School Governing Body at Harwood Park Primary School be deferred.

HEYWOOD LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

91.
The Heywood Township Manager (HC.15 /10) presented the action notes from the Heywood Local Partnerships as agreed under the restructure to accommodate the NDC Succession Strategy and the realignment of the Township Sub-Structures to relate to the Local Strategic Partnership to improve future liaison and development. 
The recommendation in the report was presented to ensure effective development of priority partnerships.  

Alternatives considered: None, the Township Committee requiring that each Local Partnership report through to the Township Committee.
DECIDED – That consideration of this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Heywood Township Vision and Commission Sub-Committee.
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2010/11
92.
The Township Committee was consulted (HT.16/10) on the proposed Private Sector Housing Investment Programme for 2010/11 to 2012/13 and the priorities for investment.  Further to the submitted report, the Head of Strategic Housing Services advised that the Heywood Renewal Area Environmental Improvements Programme had a spend of £700,000 in 2009/10 which had included the £350,000 brought forward from the proposed programme for 2010/11.  


DECIDED – That the report be noted.

PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2010/11

93.
The Committee was consulted (HT.17/10) on the proposed Public Sector Housing Investment Programme for 2010/11.  Proposed programmes for 2010/11 and 2011/12 were also presented for information.


DECIDED – That the report be noted.

REVIEW OF WINTER MAINTENANCE AND GRITTING

94.
The Committee was consulted (HT.18/10) on a review report of winter maintenance and gritting that had been considered by the Performance Scrutiny Committee.  The views of Members on changes to the delivery of the winter maintenance service was sought in order to enact service improvements before the next winter maintenance season.
Issues raised by the Committee were as follows:-

· In response to a report that grit was wet stored, it was proposed that the grit be dry stored to last longer.

· Comment made as to the lack of response to e-mails sent during the winter period and of differing explanations being given where responses have been given.

· It was reported that accusations had been made that grit wagons had not been spreading grit and a request was made for details from the tachographs, the amount of grit used, mileages etc for evaluation.  The Committee was advised that some evaluation had been made in the initial cold period on this matter and that the information could be made available.

· Several issues were raised with regard to grit bins, including locations, thefts and the provision of grit.  The Head of Highways and Transportation advised that a review of grit bin provision was to be undertaken.
· Members acknowledged that there were instances of particularly good response, including the clearing of a Church approach for a funeral service.

· The high volume of complaints in the period was appreciated and it was noted that some complaints may have been missed or not forwarded from the contact centre.  It was suggested that the Authority, as many, had not been prepared for the winter conditions that had been experienced.

DECIDED – That the report and the comments of Committee Members be noted.

CORONATION AVENUE/MANCHESTER ROAD, HOPWOOD

95.
The Impact Partnership (HT.19/10) updated Members on the progress of the Hopwood Traffic Scheme.


DECIDED – That the report be noted.
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